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Ability to recover from economic shock 



 Urban Resilience is the capacity of 

cities to survive, adapt, and grow no matter what 

kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks they 

experience. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

How do resilient cities behave? 
  



How do 
resilient cities 
behave?  

 

 

Risk aware – strong understanding of exposures that (1) make 
us vulnerable (2) could knock us off course 

Collective agreement on the ‘top five risks’ and a plan!  

Strong resistance to  shock – often through resilient 
infrastructure- i.e integrated into all capital projects 

Ensuring there’s capacity ‘in the system’ to respond to shocks 
(redundancy) 

 

 



How do 
resilient cities 
behave?  

 

 

Integrating its networks so they are better able to withstand 
shocks- research into neighbourhoods where people know 
each other 

Improved learning from shocks  

De-risking investment- public and private (GDP@Risk)  

They include resilience indicators in how they measure the 
performance of their city (using OECD measures)  

They develop multiple problem solvers 

 

 

 

 



10 100 Resilient Cities   

  

 

 

City Reslience 

Framework 
12 drivers that 

determine the  

city’s ability to withstand  

a wide range  

of shocks and stresses. 

Section 3:  
From 100 to 10,000 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mapping strategic risks for Belfast… 
  



Vision  



Reality   



Major 
immediate 
environmental 
risks :  
 
Climate Risk  



Significant 
Flood Risk 
Areas  
 
Today  



Significant 
Flood Risk 
Areas  
 
With Climate 
Change Data   



 



Reality   





 

 

 

 

 

 

Population and Place…  
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Key findings: 
ECNI ‘Key 
Inequalities in 
Housing and 
Communities’ 
report (2018)  

 

 Lower proportions of Black residents and those from the EU Accession 
countries are in homeownership  

 Among minority ethnic and migrant groups there is a higher prevalence of 
private renting.  

 Higher levels of satisfaction with PRS in NI than in England  

 Some evidence that landlords attach additional terms to tenancies of minority 
ethnic groups and provide unsatisfactory information about tenant rights.  

 Tied accommodation for migrant workers remains a concern since it was 
identified in the 2007 report. Conditions are often poor, residents isolated and 
overcrowded and often have little general understanding of their rights.  

  Access to quality transit and settled sites for Irish Travellers is limited and 
although they do not wait a long time for social housing, this is not always 
their first choice of home. Irish Travellers experience a serious lack of basic 
amenities on some sites, identified as a persistent theme.  

  People from minority ethnic backgrounds, particularly Black people and Irish 
Travellers, experience significantly more overcrowding than other White 
people, especially in housing association and private rented sector properties.  

  A resurgence in racial attacks on people from minority ethnic communities’ 
homes is a critical concern, with implications for the safety of the home.  

 



 

There is much evidence that asylum seekers and refugees in Northern 
Ireland experience repeat harassment in their neighbourhoods, 
including arson and criminal damage, with some forced to leave their 
homes.  
 
Racist violence and intimidation against Syrian refugees, as well as poor 
institutional support, received much media coverage in 2018 after it was 
confirmed that 1,000 people had arrived in Northern Ireland between 
2016 and 2018 under the United Nations Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Scheme. 

Source:   A welcoming Northern Ireland? Understanding sentiment towards asylum seekers and refugees 
 



Northern Ireland is a society that welcomes 
refugees escaping persecution in their home 

country (2017) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

So what are we doing about it?  



What are we 
doing about it? 

 

 

Recognising that housing for a changing population is key to 
the growth and resilience of the city  

Stretch targets- 66,000 additional people to the city: 38,000 
homes  

Using our enabling powers to build partnerships to build the 
right homes in the right places   

Community Planning powers- all statutory partners working 
together to find solutions 

Strategic Land Use Planning- our Local Development Plan  

Mapping our assets to put them to good use 

Designing our spaces for children and young people – 
incidental play 

Identifying multiple problem solvers- i.e. homes that are 
climate resilient and enable the growth of our economy  
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